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Turin, 13th July 2009 
  
We’re pleased to announce you the forthcoming publication of the book: SLUM(e)SCAPE. A challenge 
for sustainable development projects, edited by Francesca De Filippi. 
 

 
 

From June 29th to July 3rd 2008 the XXIII UIA World Congress of Architecture Transmitting 
Architecture took place in Turin, Italy. One of the main sessions, titled Slum[e]scape, was coordinated 
by the Research and Documentation Centre in Technology, Architecture and Town in Developing 
Countries (CRD-PVS) of the Politecnico di Torino (Italy). The discussion was focused on policies, 
programmes, projects and practices dealing with the phenomenon of informal urban settlements in the 
so-called developing countries. The panel included people from UN Habitat, committed to the formulation 
of strategies that will improve living conditions in the slums, representatives of the Cities Alliance, of the 
Academia, architects and urban planners who collaborate in research networks examining urban 
problems in developing nations, with extensive experience in the field. The session included an exhibit 
featuring rehabilitation projects, selected by means of competition, which are illustrated in second part of 
the book. 

“There is no doubt that “Slum(e)scape” was one of the most meaningful sessions of the UIA 
Torino Congress. […] I feel certain that “Slum(e)scape” will not be remembered as just another good 
meeting but that its result-orientated deliberations, not limited to statistics and lamenting, will have 
shown ways on where to move next. The idea of “habitects” is brilliant, all the more so because it 
includes students in architecture as well. The professionals of tomorrow surely represent our best hope 
for turning into reality our belief that another architecture is possible and that there can be an alternative 
type of future for our cities”. Vassilis Sgoutas (UIA past President) 
 
Contributors: Gaetan Siew e Vassilis Sgoutas (UIA - International Union of Architects), Pietro Garau 
(Centro PVS Università di Roma La Sapienza - Italy), Riccardo Balbo (University of Salford – UK), 
Francesca De Filippi (CRD-PVS Politecnico di Torino, Italy), Marc Gossé (La Cambre University – 
Belgium), Geoffrey Payne (Geoffrey Payne & Associates, London - UK), Mohamed El Sioufi (UN-HABITAT, 
Nairobi - Kenya), Alex Abiko (Escola Politécnica University of São Paulo - Brazil), Laura Machado de Mello 
Bueno (Pontifícia Universidade Católica de Campinas - Brazil), Rodney Harber (Harber & Associates, 
Musgrave - South Africa), Irene Caltabiano (CRD-PVS Politecnico di Torino - Italy). 

  

Whether you are interested in the publication you can pre-order your copies sending an email to 
centropvs@polito.it including the necessary data for the invoice. 

 
Product Details: Book: 72 pages, colour. Language: English. Product Dimensions: cm 26x26. Estimated 
cost: 18,00 Euros. Shipping cost: depending on Country. 
 

Best regards 
Francesca De Filippi (CRD-PVS Director) 


